Report on the Temporary RSL “K” for 2016
and a request for further allocation.

Nearly 40 RSL“K” NoV holders gathered at The Marconi Centre,
Poldhu, on 11th September in a demonstration of their support
for a permanent optional RSL “K” for Kernow.

RSL "K" for Kernow
Kernow is the Cornish name for Cornwall
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Poldhu Amateur Radio Club
7th October, 2016

A. Report on RSL "K" for 2016
1. Thanks for the 2016 "K".
The Radio Amateurs of Cornwall have been delighted with the 2016 "K" allocation, and wish to send their grateful
thanks to Ofcom, and to the RSGB for administering the NoV facility.

2. "K" for Kernow. How it came about.
2.1. National Minority status. In April 2014 the Cornish people were granted "National Minority Status"
by the UK Government, in recognition of the Celtic connection. The announcement said:
"The decision to recognise the unique identity of the Cornish now affords them the same status under the
European Convention for the Protection of National Minorities as the UK's other Celtic people, the Scots, the
Welsh and the Irish."
(The Convention was conceived by the Council of Europe, not the EU, and once adopted by a Nation State,
is administered in that State by the Government of that State.)
2.2. As the other Celtic Nations in the British Isles already had their own RSLs, the Poldhu Amateur Radio
club ("PARC") applied through the RSGB for a permanent optional RSL "K", to reflect the new status of the
Cornish identity, this was agreed by Ofcom "in principle" on 11 September, 2014.
After a review, requested by the RSGB, Mr Russell Kent-Smith, Director of Sector Policy at Ofcom, wrote on
22 June 2015 saying that, they must withdraw the permanent "RSL" as "no allocation process or policy is
in place to manage such requests". But they would be "happy to make "K" available as a temporary
RSL.....valid for up to one year."
After Consultation with all Cornwall Radio Clubs, PARC decided to accept this offer, and requested it to be
implemented for the calendar year 2016. Ofcom agreed and devised a "light touch" method of implementing this with NoVs being issued by the RSGB.
3. Take up of the 2016 "K" NoV by Cornwall Radio Amateurs. Around 30%.
3.1. We are pleased to report that Mr Steve Thomas, M1ACB, RSGB General Manager, advised us that 201
NoVs had been issued by 4th July 2016, a number which has increased by several more to date.
3.2. The number of Licencees resident in Cornwall is not published, but is thought to be around 600 - 700.
At around 30% or more of the total Licencees in Cornwall the take up of over 201 NoVs shows by itself the
outstanding success of the "K" in celebrating the National Minority Status and, in so doing, stimulating amateur radio activity in the Duchy.
3.3. How does this compare with the total number of Licencees in the British isles? The number of Licences in the British Isles according to the June 2016 figures published by Ofcom is nearly 84,000, although this
includes those who hold several Licences, so the number of Licencees is perhaps around 50,000. The "K"
NoVs issued to Licencees in Cornwall, numbering 201 or a few more, represent a very small proportion of
around a quarter of 1% of the total Licences in the whole of the British Isles.
The total number of RSGB Members is around 20,000, and the 201 NoV holders in Cornwall, who may not
all be members of the RSGB, are barely 1% of the RSGB total.
Clearly the "light touch" administration adopted by Ofcom for the RSL "K" is fully appropriate.
3.4. Ofcom see a similarity in the administration of the "K" in Cornwall and the "A" in Scotland, but the
interest generated has been much greater in Cornwall. The take up of NoVs in Scotland for the RSL "A"
was estimated by the GMDX group at only 5%. Scotland already had its own RSL, the "M", so the "A" was
an alternative, whereas in Cornwall we had not previously had our own RSL, so it was new, a different situation. We ask Ofcom to view the "K" with different criteria, and not be bound by any apparent similarity to
the "A".
4. Increase in Amateur Radio Activity.
There has been a substantial increase in the Amateur Radio activity in Cornwall in 2016 which we attribute
to be the excellent impact of the "K". We report on the increased activity where we can:4.1. Operating Awards based on the "K".

Collecting Awards for contacting a stated number of stations in particular categories has always been a
popular part of the hobby, and may well attract young people to the hobby. It certainly encourages operators to strive to improve their stations, a good thing which is to be encouraged.
With this in mind, and to exploit the opportunity to encourage more "on the air" Amateur Radio activity,
John Farrar, GK3UCQ, has devised and managed "The Kernow Award", which consists of 3 separate
Awards, one for HF and two for VHF, one for those for participants inside and the other for those outside
Cornwall. For each of the three Awards there are three levels, Bronze, Silver and Gold. At this early
stage, feedback has confirmed a high level of interest generated, and over 20 Award Certificates have been
claimed already, including some from overseas.
In addition to PARC's "The Kernow Award", the Cornwall Radio Amateur Club is running their "Cornish
Award", and the WAB ("Worked All Britain") group is running the "WAB Cornish Award 2016". The WAB
Awards often draws entries from Mobile or Portable stations who travel to rare locations, as their Awards
are based on contacting stations in different 10km squares. Unfortunately Ofcom were unable to allow
the "K" RSL to be used on a mobile or portable basis by Licencees with a Main Station Address outside
Cornwall, thus limiting the appeal of this Award.
We believe that all these Awards are collectively contributing substantially to an upsurge in "on the air"
activity in Amateur Radio in the Duchy.
4.2. Survey of "K" NoV holders.
We have written to every NoV holder whose email address is known to us, totalling around 100, and the
replies of some of those who have responded are given in the Appendix. Whilst there has been
overwhelming enthusiasm for the "K" in the replies, we must also report that there are a few who have
found the unfamiliarity of the "K" RSL has been a distraction. e.g. a "GK4AAA" is easily misheard on SSB as
"VK4AAA". With good operators this is easily corrected by the use of phonetics, i.e. "Golf" and "Victor" in
the examples quoted. But at least one Cornwall Radio Amateur has reverted to his "English" callsign to
avoid this issue.
The survey manager reports:
The common theme was that they all found the added "K" greatly enhanced their enjoyment of operating
from Kernow as opposed to just being identified as England.
One came back to the hobby to join in, an excellent endorsement of the value of the "K".
Terry George, G4AMT, said he has enjoyed using the K with its added interest even though he is widely
known as a very competent DXer.
Nearly all of them had made more QSOs than normal, with the "K", some substantially so. GK3UCQ is
approaching 6,000 QSOs!
4.3. Survey of Cornwall Amateur Radio Clubs
It is believed that this report fairly reflects the views of all Radio Clubs and individual Amateurs in Cornwall.
We must say that enthusiasm for the "K" is greater the further West you go, and particularly on the North
coast, but somewhat less so towards the East part of Cornwall.
4.4. DX Summit.
The "DX Summit" website allows anyone world wide to report ("Spot") Amateur stations of interest, and
around 700 such "Spots" of "K" stations have been recorded in the first 7 months of 2016, now running at
around 120 "Spots" per month. This shows a good level of interest, and "K" stations have been worked
from every continent, and in well over 150 countries.
This level of activity from Cornwall's Radio Amateurs would not have been achieved without the "K".
5. Publicity for Amateur Radio.
5.1. Press Coverage.
The several stages leading to the implementation of the "K" have been told in Press Releases sent by PARC
to each of the 10 local newspapers in Cornwall, many of which have given prominence to the story in their

publications. This must have had a very good impact in boosting public awareness of the hobby. An example is shown at Appendix 1.
5.2. Publicity in Amateur Radio Magazines and on websites.
Conscious of Ofcom's earlier concerns over potential callsign confusion, information for Radio Amateurs
worldwide has been provided in Articles submitted to leading magazines in the UK, USA, France, Germany,
Italy, and Japan. See example at Appendix 2. These have been copied on many websites, showing wide interest, as can be seen by "googling" "K for Kernow". Each stage of PARC's submissions to Ofcom has also
been reported on the "GB2GM" website. Finally, an item posted by John Farrar, GK3UCQ, on the "eHam
Forum" under "Special Event Stations" headed "K for Kernow" has been viewed over 30,000 times. The
"K" has therefore attracted world wide interest in Amateur Radio in Cornwall.
5.3. The Marconi Centre, Poldhu.
The "K" with its modern interest has been an added attraction this year for our many visitors, as an addition to the historical "Marconi" story. The Centre opens to the public on nearly 200 days a year when Club
members host visitors, adding their knowledge of the "Marconi" story, run videos, and guide visitors to the
interactive displays. A "K for Kernow" banner across a St Piran's flag, donated by club member Brian Pascoe, 2K0JBW, is proudly exhibited in The Marconi Centre, please see picture at Appendix 3, and this has
attracted much interest.
To support and encourage Amateur Radio activity "on the air", the Club call sign GK3MPD, has been activated using the permanent stations at the Marconi Centre on a dozen occasions to date, including on 4,
18, 28, January, 5, 26, 27 March, 23 April, 24 May, 12 June, 9 July, 2 August, and 3rd September. A
special "QSL" card has been devised for these contacts. This has created a special interest on the air, and
in addition this year a contact with this station earned 5 points towards the "Kernow Award". The suffix
"MPD" in GK3MPD is the same as the historic pre-war callsign used at the site, "Marconi PolDhu".
PARC is particularly pleased that GK3MPD, operated by Club Member Malcolm Bolton, GM0DBW, was
awarded first place in Great Britain in the world wide SSB WPX Contest for the "20m high power assisted"
category, held this year on March 25-26th. Different callsign prefixes score extra points in this contest,
and evidently the "K" attracted special attention!
5.4. New Club members and Training Courses.
The Poldhu Amateur Radio Club is delighted that new members this year are joining at a rate of almost
double that of 2015. The Club offers training in all levels for Amateur Radio Licences.
5.5. Youth and Community publicity.
PARC members host several visits to the Marconi Centre every year from youth groups and schools, including, for this year, visits from Kelly College in Devon, and from Community Groups including the "Old Cornish Societies".

B. Request for further allocation of RSL "K" for Kernow
1. "The birth of radio going DX was from Cornwall"
This description, conceived by Karl Kruger, MK3FEH, of Saltash, expresses well the deep felt pride held by Cornwall's
Radio Amateurs for the part played out in the Duchy in the evolving stages of communication. If we look back to
the 19th century, a world wide cable network for telegraphic communications came ashore at Porthcurno. This
technology is claimed to be at the roots of modern communications, with the museum there telling "The story of
how Cornwall shaped global communications". Then came the famous Marconi Transatlantic experiments from Poldhu in 1901, and later the First transatlantic TV sent from Goonhilly, now the site of evolving space communication
studies. So now with this background set out above, the "K" has excited Cornwall's Radio Amateurs, and given a
much needed boost to the hobby, with a take up of the "K" NoV exceeding our expectations. It will be a great
shame if all this has to end on December 31st. The "K" has been the seedbed for a new enthusiasm for the hobby,
which must be encouraged and allowed to continue.

A fuller tribute to the radio background in Cornwall was given in an excellent article by Steve Nichols, G0KYA : " In
search of Marconi - radio heritage in Cornwall" See Appendix 4
2. Support for a further allocation of the "K" .
At the July Truro Radio Rally run by CRAC, around 80 Amateurs, which represented the majority of those attending,
signed a Petition to Ofcom requesting a further allocation of the RSL "K" in 2017. See Appendix 5.
PARC has received a number of emails from Cornwall Radio Amateurs supporting a renewal of the "K", usually asking
for it to be on a Permanent basis. Please see Appendix 6.
Offers of support have been received from many people in Cornwall, including one attached in the same Appendix,
received recently from Mr Merv Davey, the Grand Bard of Gorsedh Kernow, a respected organisation reflecting "The
Celtic Spirit of Cornwall". Also Letters to Ofcom from Mr John Pollard, Leader of Cornwall Council, and from Mr Dick
Cole, Leader of Mebyon Kernow. Please see Appendix 7. Several current MPs have also offered support. We believe
that Ofcom have previously accepted that there is wide support at all levels for our proposals.
3. Support from the Committee of the Poldhu Amateur Radio Club
Responding to the wishes of members, and with an appreciation of the wishes of the wider Amateur community in
Cornwall, the PARC Secretary advised the "K for Kernow" working group on 8th August that the Committee would
give support in any way possible for the efforts to make the "K" permanent.
4. Request to Ofcom
4.1. In pursuance of the above support, and in response to emails and petitions from Cornwall's radio amateurs, we
respectfully ask Ofcom to find a way to extend the Temporary RSL "K" to become a Permanent Optional RSL.
The lack of a policy at Ofcom for new mandatory permanent RSLs is very different, and we respectfully submit that
this should not deter Ofcom from recognising the permanent nature of the National Minority status, granted to Cornish people due to the Celtic connection.
The "light touch" of a "K" NoV administered by the RSGB has been very successful, appropriate, and not abused in
any significant way. This could be the way forward.
We also request Ofcom to look again at the possibility of allowing licenced visitors to Cornwall to use the "K", in the
conventional way, i.e. as an Alternative address for those with second homes here, and as /P, or /M for portable or
mobile use.
4.2. We realise that Ofcom gave consideration last year to various related RSL policies, but there is now a new situation as since then the "K" for 2016 has been in existence for over 8 months, has proved to be very successful, and
has caused none of the problems that were feared such as regulatory issues, confusion, etc.
Contrary to what Ofcom's Chief Executive, Sharon White, wrote to MPs on 29 June 2015, it would not be at odds
with the international regime. Codes to distinguish different parts of a country are actually common place, e.g.
VE(for Canada) is followed by 3 for Ontario Province, and 4 for Manitoba Province and 7 for British Columbia, so that
VE3AAA, VE4BBB, and VE7CCC are well understood in the international radio community.
4.3 Ofcom say in para 3.2 of their "using RSLs" policy, "they serve no regulatory purpose", so there is no reason why
our request should cause Ofcom any (external) problems. Ofcom only have their own internal and therefore presumably self generated rules to cause problems. At para 5.4 of the Temporary RSLs policies, Ofcom state that they
"use discretion in reaching a decision,...,.We assess them on their merits... ". Our request is: Please do so!
In the statutory role of "furthering the interests of citizens" we submit that Ofcom should please find a way to support this important technical hobby in Cornwall in a permanent manner consistent with the new National Minority
Status, which government departments are obliged to recognise.
We recall that the same statutory role was reaffirmed in a statement issued by the Ofcom Chairman in December
2014 at the time of Sharon White's appointment that "The... Board is confident that Sharon will ...ensure
Ofcom...operates in the public interest". Internal policies on RSLs should not stand in the way!
The "K" significantly boosts the hobby in Cornwall, without any adverse effects. Please find a way to allow it to continue.

4.4 Results from a questionnaire sent to all those who applied for the K NoV show that their experience
and enjoyment of amateur radio increased, their levels of activity increased, they had positive feedback
from stations they contacted, one even returned to the hobby to use the "K".
In the light of those results surely Ofcom, and the RSGB, should concentrate their efforts on the priority of
maintaining and developing the hobby, which in Cornwall has been proved to be significantly helped by the
RSL “K”,•and not let this priority be obscured by focusing on what could be regarded, may we say with the
greatest of respect, the relatively trivial matter of Ofcom's RSL policies.

4.5 To be practical, we wonder if a 5 year extension to all existing NoVs would be a good place to start, although we
are not mandated to make this suggestion?
4.6 The Committee and members of the Poldhu Amateur Radio Club would be pleased to discuss any details of this
request with Ofcom, and to assist in resolving any issues.
5. Request to the RSGB for Support for this submission to Ofcom.
The hobby is unfortunately declining at the rate of about 2% per year. The RSGB is undertaking initiatives to attempt
to counter this decline. PARC has put enormous efforts into encouraging the hobby, and in promoting to the public
the good name of Amateur Radio In Cornwall. We have found with the RSL "K" a way to boost the hobby without
any adverse effects, and respectfully seek the RSGB's full endorsement for our request as above to Ofcom.
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APPENDIX 1
Press Release
To editors, all Cornish Newspapers & media
For immediate publication

………………………………………………………………………….
Kernow to be heard on the air worldwide
Radio Amateurs in Cornwall may add “K” for Kernow to their callsigns for the
whole of 2016.
15 October, 2015.
OfCom today agreed that they will set up arrangements which will allow licenced Radio Amateurs
in Cornwall to apply to add the letter “K”, for Kernow, to their Callsigns during the whole of 2016. This
will be a year of celebration of the National Minority Status granted to Cornish people in 2014, and allows
Radio Amateurs to display this new status with pride. This also provides very tangible evidence of the
new status.
The extra letter “K” will form part of the prefix to the callsign. The prefix is recognized
internationally as showing the area where the station is operating, and for the first time ever, the special
prefix will denote Cornwall to all Radio Amateurs, worldwide. It had been hoped that the "K" could be
available permanently, but Ofcom have found that they do not have a policy to allow for a permanent
addition.
Speaking from Poldhu, Mr Keith Matthew, Secretary of the Poldhu Amateur Radio Club, said that
a team of members from the Club had coordinated the Proposal submitted via the Radio Society of Great
Britain to Ofcom, which had resulted in today’s announcement. The Proposal had received support from
many of the County’s Members of Parliament, from Cornwall Council, and from Hayle Town Council.
Looking ahead to increased activity on the air from Cornwall, Mr Matthew said that many stations
outside the County, both in the UK, and world wide, will wish to contact Radio Amateurs in Cornwall
who are using the new prefix. This can only be good for the standing of Cornwall, nationally, and
internationally. Today is a major milestone in the history of Amateur Radio in Cornwall, and 2016 will
be a very special year.
The news has been warmly welcomed by the Grand Bard of the Gorsedh Kernow, Dr Merv Davey,
who issued a statement stating that “this is fantastic news for the Cornish identity”.
………………………………………………………………………………
Editor’s queries please to:
Mr John Farrar tel: 01736 752982 email@johnfarrar.plus.com,
Mr Chris Lewis tel: 01326 377233 g3nhl@zen.co.uk
Mr Keith Matthew, tel: 01326 574441 keith@vickimatthew.plus.com

As published in many Cornish newspapers in January 2016

Cornwall radio hams open new year with K for
Kernow call sign

John Farrar (known by his ‘radio name’ GK3UCQ) is pictured at his home in Hayle making
one of the first K radio contacts.

CORNWALL'S radio amateurs have opened the new year on the air making contacts world wide using their
K-for Kernow call signs.
The designation has been granted to celebrate national minority status, which was given to the Cornish
people in 2014.
It has been welcomed by Cornwall's MPs, by the leader and members of Cornwall Council and by the Grand
Bard of Gorsedh Kernow.
The procedure, known in radio jargon as a 'NoV' or Notice of Variation, was agreed with OfCom after
months of negotiations by members of the Poldhu Amateur Radio Club, acting on behalf of all of Cornwall's
amateurs.
Details are given on the club's website and all of Cornwall's hundreds of radio amateurs are encouraged to
apply for the NoV so they can add the letter K to their call sign, regardless of whether or not they are
members of clubs or the Radio Society of Great Britain.
In the pre-launch phase, more than 50 of radio enthusiasts have taken out the call sign, which will be valid
throughout this year.

APPENDIX 2
Article sent to the Amateur Radio Magazines

Cornwall to have optional Temporary
RSL "K" for Kernow for 2016
By members of Poldhu Amateur Radio Club

Radio Amateurs with a Main Station Address in Cornwall may apply by the NoV procedure to have the
RSL "K" during 2016. This would be added to their callsigns, except for Intermediate Licencees, where it
would replace the "E". As examples: G3ABC would become GK3ABC. 2E0ABC would become 2K0ABC.
This is purely optional, and a Licencee who applies for the NoV does not have to use the "K" all the time.
The RSGB have advised that QSLs should be routed via the main call, i.e. QSLs for GK3ABC should be sent
as if for G3ABC.
The prefixes GK, MK, and 2K during 2016 will indicate a station operating from Cornwall and the Isles of
Scilly.
The NoV facility will be available from early December, 2015, but the Variation will state that it is valid
from 1st January, 2016. NoV applications may be made at any time until the end of 2016, but will all
expire on 31st December, 2016.
It is expected that this will stimulate on the air activity from Cornwall. There will be a special activity day
on St. Piran's Day, the Patron Saint of Cornwall, on Saturday, 5th March 2016. Please check the website,
http://gb2gm.org/, of the Poldhu Amateur Radio Club for up to date information.
OfCom have declined to extend this RSL "K" NoV facility to Amateurs visiting Cornwall who might have
wished to operate e.g. as /A or as /P, during their visit.
The facility made available by OfCom follows the 2014 announcement by the UK government formally
recognising the distinct identity of Cornish people. The Cornish people are to have the same status
under the Framework Convention as those of the UK's other Celtic people, the Scottish, the Welsh and
Irish as a result of the National Minority Status designation. During 2016 Radio Amateurs in Cornwall
will be able to celebrate this designation by using the “K" on the air with pride.

APPENDIX 3
3. Photos of K enthusiasm.

The ‘K for Kernow’ flag at the Marconi Centre, Poldhu

Happy ‘K’ NoV holders gather at the Marconi Centre,
Poldhu on September 11, 2016

APPENDIX 4
In search of Marconi – radio heritage in Cornwall
Steve Nichols G0KYA
My wife called it a “geek’s weekend”. I can’t see the local tourist board adopting the title,
but if you’ve ever been interested in technology and wondered how it developed, Cornwall
is a great place to visit and find out.
Not only is this south-west corner of England the home of radio and satellite
communications, but it’s also where the original world wide web was developed – back in
the late 1800s.
A good starting point is the Lizard – the most southerly tip of Great Britain. This was
home to many of Marconi’s experiments and the National Trust now owns his original
Lizard Wireless Station at Bass Point, which
was used to receive signals from the Isle of
Wight. This proved that signals could be
received over the horizon and silenced
Marconi’s critics.
Bass Point lies on the rocky South Coast
path, just a short, blustery walk from the
Lizard Point lighthouse. The re-created
wireless station is open regularly throughout
the year, but do check its website for times.
If Bass Point whets your appetite it was the
tiny hamlet of Poldhu on the west coast of the Lizard that really put Cornwall on the map.
On December 12 1901, on a cold, windy hill overlooking St John’s, Newfoundland,
Guglielmo Marconi received the faint “dot-dot-dot” of the Morse code letter “S” from his
massive transmitter in Poldhu.
Marconi had chosen Poldhu for his famous experiment as
it was as close as he could get to North America with a
clear path over the 1,800-plus miles of Atlantic Ocean.
The site in Cornwall was also chosen for its remoteness to
keep the project out of the public eye and the
newspapers.
Poldhu is now home to a purpose-built Marconi centre,
which is run by very enthusiastic radio hams who are very
keen to tell you about the history of radio and the part that
Cornwall has played.
In addition to an audio-visual presentation and museum,
you can also watch as the museum’s radio operators
contact other enthusiasts around the world using the
same techniques Marconi used more than 100 years ago.
The centre is open throughout the year, but the opening
hours do vary.
The remains of Marconi’s long-defunct Poldhu Wireless Station are still visible if you look
around the nearby field that sits high above the cliffs. And a granite monument to

Marconi’s achievements stands proud on the
South West Coast Path that runs between the
popular Poldhu Cove and picturesque Mullion.
But Marconi wasn’t the first to exploit Cornwall’s
geographical position in his quest for worldwide
communications – and he wasn’t the last either.
On the valley leading to Porthcurno beach, just
south of Land’s End, stands an innocuous little
beach hut. Peer through the doorway though and
you’ll see gutta-percha coated cables sprouting out of the ground, labelled with exotic
names like Bilbao, Gibraltar, Lisbon, St Helena and
Bombay.
The hut is the terminus, if you like, for a myriad of
Victorian undersea cables that snaked out under
Porthcurno beach to destinations around the British
Empire.
The first cable was laid to Bombay (Mumbai) in 1870. It
should have been terminated at Falmouth, but it was
feared that ship’s anchors might pull it up so the landing
point was moved to the quiet sandy bay at Porthcurno.
By 1872 the cable had been extended to Australia, and
Porthcurno, with 14 cables now running up the beach,
became England’s telecommunications gateway to the
world – the hub of a Victorian internet if you like. This was
how Great Britain really ran its empire.
During World War Two the site was deemed so important
that tunnels with blast proof doors were built into the
hillside to protect the station from German bombs. The
tunnels are now home to the Porthcurno Telegraph Museum, just down the hill from the
famous Minack open air theatre.
The museum houses a fascinating collection of
early communications equipment, including a
working replica of the radio transmitter used on the
ill-fated Titanic. The staff give talks and
demonstrations as to how rich and well-heeled
Victorians sent telegrams across the world for
ridiculously high prices. Upstairs, the kids can
dress up as Victorians, build their own Morse
decoder or do what they do best – “colouring in” at
the well-stocked children’s area.
Walk down the valley from the museum and cables can still be seen snaking up the rocks
that back the white sands of Porthcurno beach, one of the finest in southern Cornwall and
perfect for a family picnic.
But if you are still on the telecommunications trail there’s still more to explore.
Marconi chose Cornwall as he wanted to be close to North America, and Porthcurno
became the telegraph nerve centre of the British Empire due to its easy access to the

Atlantic. But British Telecom moved onto the Lizard in the early 1960s for a very different
reason.
BT’s Goonhilly Satellite Earth Station, lies just south of Helston. In the middle of a nature
reserve, the site is home to 60 satellite dishes, the biggest named after characters from
the legends of King Arthur. These include the Grade II-listed 25.9 metre Arthur, which
received the first signals from the Telstar satellite in 1962.
Goonhilly was chosen due to its clear atmosphere and lack of electromagnetic
interference. The solid serpentine rock also provided a sturdy base for the 1100-ton
Arthur, which needed a clear 180-degree horizon to track satellites over both the Atlantic
and Indian oceans.
It was Goonhilly that broadcast the 1985 Live Aid
concert to more than two billion people in 100
countries.
Nowadays, it is home to a very hi-tech visitors’
centre where you can guide your own satellite
dish, try Morse code, video conference with
someone thousands of miles way or take a guided
shuttle bus tour.
You can even don a hard hat for a guided tour
around the mammoth Arthur. When the kids get
bored, which is unlikely to happen, there is also a
well-stocked play area.
A geek’s weekend it may be, but Cornwall has a
lot to offer if you get fed up buckets, spades and
ice creams. Where else can you find so much
telecommunications history in one place?

Websites:
The Marconi Centre, Poldhu
http://gb2gm.org.uk/

Lizard Wireless Station (Bass Point)
http://www.lizardwireless.org

Porthcurno Telegraph Museum
http://www.porthcurno.org.uk

Goonhilly Satellite Earth Station
http://www.goonhilly.bt.com/

South West Coast Path Association
http://www.swcp.org.uk

APPENDIX 5
Petition at Truro Amateur Radio Rally
run by CRAC.

APPENDIX 6
Examples of emails received
I want the K to stay permanently so :1.

How many QSOs have you made using the K NoV?
100's some are logged on QRZ.com

2.

Is this more or less than you would normally make in the same time period?
About double the amount of QSO's from last year at this time.

3.

Are you enjoying using the K?
You bet I am Tiz better than sliced bread. My wife isn't seeing so much of me
though !

4.

Have you had good reactions to the K from your contacts?
I have. One of note was the German Station who couldn't quite get the idea of
the K to start with but then it registered with him and he said quote "Ah! the K
you must be a Cornisher" I thought that was brilliant. Also I have enjoyed mini
pile ups.

5.

Has the use of the K enhanced your amateur radio experience?
Undeniable I've started HF,and data modes not having used before and now
setting my station up for Meteor Scatter.

6.

How do you think we can persuade OfCom to grant an optionally available permanent K
NoV?
I would echo Peter's GK0PNM sentiments he has expressed my thought much
better that I could.

Lastly Thank You for everything you have done and continue to do.

Best Wishes
Chris GK6GWX

Please find my comments re the K prefix below :1.•••••• How many QSOs have you made using the K NoV?
I have made so far• 500+ QSO’s
2.•••••• Is this more or less than you would normally make in the same time period?
I would have made much less QSO’s in• the same period of time.
3.•••••• Are you enjoying using the K?
Yes its great. Every time I go on the air its like being a DX station with lots of stations calling.
4.•••••• Have you had good reactions to the K from your contacts?
Yes very good reactions from all stations. Many stations who have not been to Cornwall ask about
the history and places to visit, many consider visiting .
5.•••••• Has the use of the K enhanced your amateur radio experience?
Yes most very much. I don’t run much power and up against the very powerful stations I find time
and time again a call with the K prefix gets you through the pile ups .
Also many more stations come back to CQ calls.• All around the world 90% of calls know the K
prefix now.

6.•••••• How do you think we can persuade OfCom to grant an optionally available permanent K
NoV?
Cornwall has always been considered separate from England like Wales and Scotland who have
their own prefixes.• Would help to enhance radio• QSOs by making Cornwall stand out as a
minority.
Trust these comments will be of some help.
Regards
Mike
GK4NBC

Replying to your questionnaire.
•1. Approaching 100 QSO's, but will exceed that dramatically if I use my 2K0 callsign during CQWWSSB contest in October this year.
•2. I definitely use my station more, very proud to have the•K
•3. Yes, especially portable and when i'm working SOTA (Activator and /or Chaser), the call generates loads
of interest. I have had pile ups on 20m band making me as popular as a DX stations.
•4. Yes, people want to work you, generally curious and chuffed when they find out why there's a K in the
call sign.
•5. Yes, I tend to want to get on air more, just to see who else I can contact.
•6. Stations I have worked, had assumed the 2K0 was a new callsign, so when told its only for 2016 they
seem surprised. To keep this callsign would make us Cornish Amateurs so very proud of who we are, where
we are from and being able to share our heritage with people all over the world through radio, well
enough said I think.
•Regards
•Darrell 2K0VCC

Good Luck
Keith G3MCD
1. How many QSOs have you made using the K NoV? 53
2. Is this more or less than you would normally make in the same time period? More (as above –
not very active!)
3. Are you enjoying using the K? Yes
4. Have you had good reactions to the K from your contacts? Yes
5. Has the use of the K enhanced your amateur radio experience? Yes
6. How do you think we can persuade OfCom to grant an optionally available permanent K NoV?
Not sure an ‘optionally available’ permanent K NoV is the right way to go. NoVs take admin time,
so I think the best route would be to try for a permanent K regional identifier to be written into the
license, so all stations operating from Cornwall would be required to use it. There was confusion
regarding those who were able to apply/gain the NoV (e.g. stations with a station address in
Cornwall, even if there main residence wasn’t Cornwall etc.)
I hope this feedback is of some use. Keep up the good work!
73,
Kev GK0AKH
Sunny Saltash

Dear John
I have decided to reply further to your questionnaire with fuller answers in the hope that this will
support the cause.
1. How many QSOs have you made using the K NoV?
2,300 aprox.
2. Is this more or less than you would normally make in the same time period?
It is considerably more as I am transmitting every day to promote Cornwall.
3. Are you enjoying using the K?
I am enjoying using the K prefix considerably as Cornwall is only seen as a holiday destination by the
majority of non Cornwall residents. It gives prominence to our county.
4. Have you had good reactions to the K from your contacts?
Yes; As we are on a peninsular use of the K encourages contacts to beam to the South West.
5. Has the use of the K enhanced your amateur radio experience?
Yes: It has encouraged me to transmit daily, which was not my previous custom.
6. How do you think we can persuade OfCom to grant an optionally available permanent K NoV?
Cornwall was heavily involved in the birth of communications, be that cable or wireless and all the
tests done by Marconi here. The K for Kernow would be a perfect way to mark the importance of
Cornwall in world communication history.
Nick Camp GK7KFQ

As one who has applied for the K NoV I am happy to answer the following questions :1.•••••••How many QSOs have you made using the K NoV? about 30 so far
This is not quantifiable as I operate when mobile.
2.•••••••Is this more or less than you would normally make in the same time period no normally
more but conditions not been great,
Much more.• I have not operated for some years until I had the K call sign.
3.•••••••Are you enjoying using the K? Yes
Undeniably.
4.•••••••Have you had good reactions to the K from your contacts? Yes with some confussion
Absolutely as the “K” makes my callsign quite rare.
5.•••••••Has the use of the K enhanced your amateur radio experience? Yes/No
Definitely (see answer to question 2)
How do you think we can persuade OfCom to grant an optionally available permanent K NoV?
We are geographically unique but more importantly we are historically unique in the
development of radio.• This uniqueness will, in time, encourage the next generation of
Cornish historians into the hobby as their contribution to keeping the history of Cornwall
alive.• I believe this to be as important as providing working museums in historical terms.
In practical terms it had encouraged me back to the hobby whilst now in my retirement
though I have always kept in touch with developments.

Jean 2K1FOX

1 I have had so many qso using the K I cant keep count as I use phone and digital,I also use the K full time
for all qso's.
2 I do get a few more calls using the K prefix.
3 I enjoy using the K and think its a great honour to be able to use it,it identifys us a SPECIAL.
4 Have you had good reactions to the K from your contacts? some people within the G realms think we are
pirates and have not recognised the K as being for Kernow.
5 Has the use of the K enhanced your amateur radio experience? Yes John I love using the K as well as many
more stations that I know that use GB3NC, its a shame they dont use it, I use the K for all qso's and very
proud to have it.
6 how do you think we can persuade OfCom to grant an optionally available permanent K NoV I
would loveto keep the K permanent as it identifies Cornwall as a special place ,and we are a Duchy maybe
drop a line to HRH and see if his help would be possible, I would think he would be on our side.
Also, M0VRL is a very good friend of mine and he suggested to me if all amateurs that would want to keep
the K prefix would give a donation, I'm there John just ask,also Terry has said about a photoshoot of
amateurs with the K to go to Poldu for some pictures,again I'm there anything to help us keep the K.
Lets see if we can put some pressure on the amateurs in Cornwall to use the K for all transmissions, or
otherwise why did they want it ????
BEST 73'S FROM GK1LQT
HOPE THIS HELPS YOU JOHN
Regards Colin

1) I operate mobile vhf/uhf viva the repeaters and always use the k
Ialso operate on 2m ssb/23cm ssb• and always use the k• with great success
2)• yes more• I find using the K helps identify where we are if I use M0VRL, and call cq they turn
the beam to England if I use MK0VRL, they say you are in Cornwall I will turn the beam
3) yes
4) yes all my contacts have been positive
5) definitely
I feel that we have only one go at this if we do everything we can and they say no that would be a
great loss if we don't get it
But also if we don't get it and wish we had done more its too late.
Many people have worked for a long time to get this far as you know
I feel we need more publicity on this k prefix Radcom/pw/radio cornwall •etc etc•possible meet up
of all the k nov holders at Poldhu centre which is such a special place to Cornwall
Cornwall may not be a country but a county and also a duchy one of two in the uk we are unique
we have so much history and heritage clay mining/ tin mining etc etc•the Cornish Gorsedh/
Cornish language the ilse of scilly and many many more and our links to Cornwall via the radio
Bass point, Widemouth Bay, Porthcurno, Marconi centre all the links would help promote the k
being used for radio hams and visitors using the k when entering Cornwall.
Many thank for all your hard work throughout this
Terry
MK0VRL

Gorsedh Kernow, The Cornish Gorsedd
Bardh Meur / Grand Bard, Merv Davey
Meneghyjy, Withiel, Bodmin, Kernow / Cornwall PL30 5NN

16th September 2016

To whom it may concern

Re “K” Prefix for Cornish Ham Radio Call
Cornwall was provided with its own “K” (Kernow is the Cornish for Cornwall) prefix radio call
sign on a trial basis. This trial runs out in December 2016 and I write in support of this
special call sign being allocated on a permanent basis.
The case for a special call sign for based on Cornwall’s recognition under the European
Framework Convention as a National Minority by the UK Government in 2014. This sets out
Cornwall’s distinctive cultural identity and places it alongside of Scotland, Wales and
Northern Ireland as a Celtic nation.
In territorial terms Cornwall also has a distinct constitutional status which can be compared
to The Isle of Man, Guernsey and Jersey all of which have special Radio Call Signs. The first
millennium Celtic Kingdom of Cornwall was recognised by a succession of British monarchies
after the Norman Conquest firstly as an Earldom eventually as the Duchy that we recognise
today. Although the modern Duchy is in part a business owning land in many areas of the
UK it continues to enjoy a constitutional status which affords a special identity to Cornwall
that makes it separate from England.
I would therefore ask that consideration is given to awarding Cornwall a distinctive call sign
on a permanent basis.

Yours Sincerely
Dr Merv Davey
Bardh Meur Kernow
Grand Bard of Cornwall

www.gorsedhkernow.org.uk

APPENDIX 7

Russell Kent-Smith
Director Sector Policy
OFCOM
Riverside House
2a Southwark Bridge Road
London
SE1 9HA

5th October 2016

Dear Mr Kent-Smith
Regional Secondary Locator (RSL) K for Kernow
I am writing to you in support of radio amateurs throughout Cornwall who are
requesting that OFCOM allow the (temporary) Regional Secondary Locator (RSL) of “K”
for Cornwall to become permanent.
I would appeal to you to agree to their request, in the name of inclusivity and respect
for Cornwall and its identity.
As you will be aware, Cornwall is a Celtic nation with its own distinct identity, culture
and language – just like Scotland and Wales. This was even formally recognised by the
UK Government, in April 2014, when they agreed that the Cornish people would be
covered by the Council of Europe’s Framework Convention for the Protection of National
Minorities as a “national minority.”
This announcement was welcomed across Cornwall and it was great to see OFCOM
permit radio amateurs to have specific Regional Secondary Locator for Cornwall –
although it was disappointing that the original offer of a permanent RSL was
downgraded a one-year temporary RSL.
Importantly, the Government takes the view that: “The decision to recognise the unique
identity of the Cornish, now affords them the same status … as the UK’s other Celtic
people, the Scots, the Welsh and the Irish.”
Indeed, when the announcement was made, the-then Prime Minister David Cameron
stated that the United Kingdom was "stronger" when its different regional identities
were recognised. He told the media that: “There is a distinctive, history, culture and
language in Cornwall which we should celebrate and make sure is properly looked after
and protected. It is a very special part of our country and I think we are stronger when
we recognise our different regional and cultural differences and celebrate them."

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Mebyon Kernow - the Party for Cornwall · Lanhainsworth · Fraddon Hill · Fraddon · St Columb · Kernow/Cornwall · TR9 6PQ
www.mebyonkernow.org

It is my view that, as Ofcom have already allowed a temporary RSL for one year and
there is clear guidance from central government on this matter, there can be no real
hindrance to making the Cornish RSL permanent.
Please do what is best, and appropriate, for the people of Cornwall.
Oll an gwella / all the best,

Cllr Dick Cole
Party Leader
Mebyon Kernow – the Party for Cornwall
Tel: 07791 8876607
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The K has really become ‘out of this World’

“We will not be taking No for an answer!”

We would like to thank Terry Gabriel, MK0VRL, for taking the time to organise
this photo shoot at The Marconi Centre, Poldhu

